iy

IBKY BIDDA
\BHRIBAASUBANSIK g
ADRIENNE HUNTER



...meanwhile, back at the ranch......

The first book | bought
(and read) in a long time
was Paul Arden's, "It's Not
How Good You Are It's
How Good You Want To
Be". Arden worked for 15
years as a creative
director for Saatchi &
Saatchi he was the man
behind many famous
advertising campaigns, he
came up with the Toyota
slogan,” the car in front is
a Toyota". The book itself
is full of inspirational ) W
guotes and ideas from Paul on how to be successful
On one of the pages, there is a black and white picture
of a school child sitting at a desk. She is writing on a
piece of paper with one hand covering up her work to
stop anyone from seeing her answers. Arden goes on
to explain that it is a bad idea to covet your ideas, he
says, "give away everything you know, and more

will come back to you."

The idea of having a Scottish basketball magazine was
something | had been thinking about for ages, | enjoy
writing, | love basketball and | realized there wasn't
much coverage of basketball in Scotland. It was time
for me to stop keeping this idea to myself so just like
Arden suggested in his book, | decided to let people
know about my idea. | posted my idea for a magazine
on Scotball, which is a basketball community on the
Internet. | had to know if people wanted this and | was
very surprised by the positive feedback, it motivated me
to start the magazine, put simply, if it wasn't for the
encouragement from the people on Scotball you
wouldn't be reading this.

Welcome to the first issue, the mag in front is DUNK!
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Coach Gidda

AN INTERVIEW WITH NICKY GIDDA

The summer of 2006 was a fresh start for the Paisley Bullets and Glasgow Gators as
both teams merged to become PSG Basketball. Paisley was a struggling team and the
Glasgow Gators were winning games but losing numbers so it made sense for them to
unite. The merger has proved to be successful as PSG are 2nd place in Division 1 and
Division 2 of the SLBA. Leading the Division 2 squad to a 10-4 record is 26 year old

Nicky Gidda, not bad for a guy in his first year of coaching! Nicky also plays for PSG's

Division 1 team who have made it to the final of the Anderson Cup. Well it's an exciting time to be involved with PSG
basketball so DUNK magazine hooked up with the one time Anderson Cup MVP to talk about the PSG merger,

coaching basketball and the Anchorman - Ron Burgundy!

DUNK: Tell us how the Paisley Bullets and Glasgow
Gators merging came about; it seems to be working

well....

Nicky Gidda: It started mid way through last season. | seen
how poorly paisley were doing in the league and i looked at
the Gators and apart from having a good team commitment
was a factor and going to training with 4-5 guys turning up
was annoying. For some guys it was their last year playing
and that would cut numbers down even more, so |
suggested for the good of both clubs a merger and over the
summer we managed to pull it off and now have nearly 25
players registered to the club. As Ronnie Mather had been
my coach for many years | had hoped he would have been
around to see this happen however this wasn't to be so this
season will be dedicated to him from all the paisley guys
and many others.

DUNK: Did you have any goals for this season?

NG: this season was like starting fresh with a new team,
new players and new name (that still causes confusion!!).
Goals were to get everyone playing, and training and to
hopefully progress and do well from there. Winning games
was important but as long as everyone was making an
effort that was great. We had set our sights on the
Anderson cup again as it is very dear to our hearts as Jim
was loved by all and the gators players really had a goal in
trying to win the cup this year.

DUNK: Which do you like better, playing or coaching ?
NG: playing definitely, | get frustrated not playing and
watching everyone else play. | have had a couple of injuries
this year which meant i missed a few games and that was
really annoying. However | am enjoying the coaching side
and will be good to get that experience for later in life when
| decide to hang up my boots!

DUNK: What has been your biggest challenge as a
coach so far?

NG: trying to get the best out of the players. We have a
great squad of players all individually talented but at
times it's frustrating when they don't play to their
potential. We have been beaten by teams that we
should have beat and when the guys play to their ability |
think no team in div 2 could beat us, however that has
been the main problem this year.

DUNK: Your team is down 15 points with 4 minutes
left, what do you?

NG: | try and stay as calm as | can be. But having been
in this situation a couple of times this year all out
defence has to be a certainty and to go for it and try get
into the game. If we are down then we have to take a
chance and go for steals and quick buckets otherwise
we lose anyway.

DUNK: You also play in Division 1, has coaching the
game made you a better player?

NG: | think that | have a better understanding of what a
coach goes through and the frustrations and the joys
that they can experience. It makes you step back and
have a wider look at a game and situations so in that
sense decision making at crucial times it has helped.

DUNK: How would you describe yourself as a coach,
you seem laid back....

NG: | try and be as calm as possible, | don't see the
point in shouting at players as that will make them play
worse by demoralising them and as a player | know what
it feels like to be balled at by your coach. | don’t see too
much to gain from shouting and arguing with refs.
Discuss with them if you have a gripe otherwise get on
with the game. Encouragement is a must and that can
only be good for the players and team.



DUNK: Which team has surprised you the most in
Division 27?

NG: Strathaven have surprised me as they have a good
squad of young players and looking at their results this year
they have been very unlucky with a string of very very close
games.

DUNK: What's been your favourite moment so far as a
coach?

NG: | think it was against our 2nd game against
Cumbernauld. It had been a tight game and in the 4th with
not long to go we were trailing by a few points. | made a
decision about the offence and defence we should play and
it worked a treat and we won the game. That made me
happy as it appeared that the plays and tactics | used
worked.

DUNK: How do you motivate your team before a game?
NG: this is tough but I try and go through the things that the
guys need to go through in a game. Defence, rebounding

injuries too which isn't helping matters, me being one of
them! The squad has grown though with the merger of the.
Paisley and Gators players. Added to this several guys left
buddies and joined us and have fitted in well and a couple
of players have joined from various other places who heard
about the club. We are hoping to add to the squad for next
year as there may be a couple of more guys retiring.

DUNK: Who designed the PSG Basketball logo, it's
quite cool?

NG: I think Calum had something to do with that. | think its
all right pretty simple, but if you had seen some of the other
prototypes it was definitely the best of a bad bunch.

DUNK: Tell us about 'Afternoon Delight', is that th e
anthem for you guys?

NG: Haha, yeah you could say that. We share the common
fondness for anchorman and seemed the logical choice for
team song. We usually all join in harmony before games to
get motivated :)

“Encouragement 1s a must and that can
only be good for the players and team.”

and passing well. We have a good mix of guys and the
banter between everyone helps a lot, but positive talking
helps.

DUNK: When the team is losing do you ever getthei  tch
to jump on and play?

NG: All the time but | cant play div 2 as I'm nominated for
div 1. I would not choose to play div 2 though as it is for the
benefit of guys who do not play much divl and this is a
chance for them to shine. Besides | get plenty of court time

in div 1, at times too much to cope with!!

DUNK: | didn't notice many Gators players in your
Division 2 squad, did a lot of players leave?

NG: A lot of old Gators did leave and some of those who
stayed are nominated div 1. Just now we have a few

DUNK: Looking forward to the final of the Anderson
Cup?

NG: Definitely. It's against storm and | am quite good
friends with the team so there will be that bit of rivalry
between us all friendly of course.

DUNK: | just won £12 on a scratch card, should | be  ton
your team winning it?

NG: | think that gators still have a lot to do to prepare for the
final but on your day we can turn over any team | think.
Storm are a national league team that players in divl so
that will be tough. We have a lot of guys who have played
national league level before so it will be interesting. As for

your £12 id just keep it for the pub ;)






On the day before Oatlands B took on Glasgow Storm in
Division 2 | got a text message from Oatlands player
Christian Kasubandi. | can't remember exactly what it said
but it was something along the lines of, "man, I’'m going to
score 40 on them".

Although Oatlands went on to lose the game in overtime
you have to admire Christian’s determination and will to do
his best; a will that has made him the go to guy in his first
season with Oatlands and driven the team to win games in
Division 2. And winning games was the last thing people
expected from Oatlands.

At the start of the season people were saying that
Oatlands B would take a few "humpings", the criticism was
fair though, after all, if they

couldn't win games the previous

year in Division 3 what chance

would they have in Division 2?

The critics looked good when
Cumbernauld destroyed them
101-43 in the season opener, but
Oatlands regained some pride
with a win over Blantyre.

The moment they really got
respect came when they beat last
years champions Glasgow Storm,
71-60. It happened on the 16th of
January and on that day Oatlands
were the kings of Division 2 and
19 year old Christian was wearing
the crown. He scored a game high
28pts against his former team.

Christian played Division 1

Basketball for Glasgow Storm but

an injury to his ankle meant he

was riding the bench and when

you play for Storm it's a pretty

long bench because they have

loads of players. Bench splinters

were hurting Chris so he decided

to try out for a team that wasn't as big as Storm and his
chance came when he saw an advert to train with
Oatlands on the internet.

Oatlands were a rebuilding team that was still wounded
from their horrendous campaign in Division 3, were they
managed just one win out of 12 games. However, the

SLBA decided to move them up to Division 2 so they
would need to get their act together or face another
embarrassing season. Luckily, the arrival of fresh players
meant that Oatlands were finally getting the chance to
practice 5 on 5 basketball, something they never had
because of a lack of players.

Over the summer things changed, they had good numbers
at trainings and some good sessions. But they still lacked
a consistent scorer, a guy that could get them 15 to 20pts
a game. Veteran Oatlands player, Paul McTaggart
explains, "The main problem with Oatlands B over the
last couple of years was the lack of a consistent
scorer, someone that can put up big numbers. We
have a lot of solid players that can put up big num
but nobody who could do it
consistently.” That was until
Chris arrived and he wasted no
time in filling this hole as he
scored 28pts in a pre season
friendly. Since that game he has
went on to dominate the show for
Oatlands, filling the stat sheets
with his relentless assaults on the
basket that have earned him the
nickname, "The Kobe Show".

bers

Although he hasn't scored 81 on a
team yet and he may laugh off the
comparison to Kobe as you might
be doing just now but in reality he
shares the same will to succeed
that Kobe does. He also believes
in himself the same way as
number 24 does as he told Dunk
magazine, "I know myself that |
can make things

happen so to me it doesn't

matter how big you are, | just

love driving to the basket no
matter what" , he continues, "If
you know that you can get past
your man then just go for it"

Christian drives to the basket no matter how many people
are in

his way, like a car on cruise control, he moves swiftly up
the court with ease. His quickness and athletic ability make
him pretty much unstoppable. However, in this one man
assault he can sometimes find himself taking on too much
of the scoring load, as his team mates have a tendency to
watch his impressive drives to the hoop.



David Turner is a fan of the Kobe Show and a regular at
Oatlands B games; he is to Oatlands what Jack Nicholson is to
the Lakers, a loyal fan. He believes that if Chris is to take his
game higher he has to get his team mates involved, the East
Kilbride coach explains, "Teams are keying in on him now.
Every time he catches the ball you can see the defe nse is
trying to swallow him. He has to learn to seethe 0 pen
spaces that this creates and get his team-mates the ball as
they will be open, doing this will open the game ba  ck up
for him as defenses will have to stay honest."

Chris has noticed that teams are now putting 2-3 defenders on
him, "It's getting tougher, and | need to stay in good s hape
man." It's a challenge that Chris is ready for as he works out
during lunchtime at Anniesland College, were he studies
multimedia software. He also plays pick up games on
weekends at Strathclyde Uni to stay strong. His hard work and
commitment to getting better has paid off as Oatlands have
won 4 games at press time. It's a big improvement on last year
and Chris believes this season the team can get better. With
words of motivation he encourages the team to, "take all our
games seriously, work hard and we should come up wi th
the win."

When | first spoke to Chris about an article for the magazine he
said he wanted to be on the front cover! Once again, his inner
drive to achieve the best was coming through, and in terms of
a magazine it doesn't get any better than the cover. This
guality of wanting to achieve will see him accomplish great
things on the basketball court and in life; and the cover? He
might get that one day as well.

Michael Dott



Brothers Graeme and Keith Easton of Woosh Events in my opinion
and probably that of every spectator at the cup finals who sang
along to the likes of the Frattelis 'Chelsea Dagger' and The
Proclaimers '500 Miles', without them, the event would not have
been as entertaining. Can you imagine what the finals would have
been like without the music, the groovy sound effects after a basket
is made, the commentary, players being introduced?

Graeme and Keith started out doing mobile discos in the early 90's
and now they manage their own events company that provide
entertainment and commentary at events across Scotland including
the Great Scottish Walk and the UK Urban Beach Volleyball Tour.
Woosh also covers lots of basketball events including Scottish
Rocks games, Boroughmuir Invitation Tournament and the Scottish
basketball cup finals. DUNK magazine spoke to the boys just before
the 2007 Cup Finals.

DUNK: Graeme, how did you get the nickname 'Big Dav  e'?

Graeme - Around 1986 Hearts signed the legend that was Dave
McPherson, who was tall and gangly. He was often called Big
Dave. | too was tall and gangly. So from 1986 | have been called
Big Dave. | kid you not that some of my family do call me Big Dave.

DUNK: What was the last aloum you bought?

Keith - Rieser - The Well Dressed Thief. Great new Edinburgh band
that have been picking up a lot of airplay on XFM Scotland. Check
them out a www.rieser.co.uk

Graeme - Paulo Nutini's, however I'd like to point out that it was for
my wife who requested it for her birthday!

DUNK: You started out as a mobile disco and now you r
managing and covering big events across Scotland, d id you
think back then it would become this big?

K/G- No. Once we began to do more events and work with different
organizations the realization that we had the skills to offer more
became apparent.

fficult to
t a case

DUNK: In terms of promoting your business was it di

get the Woosh entertainment name out there or was i
of word of mouth from happy

customers?

K/G - Word of mouth is the best form of PR. If you do a good job for
somebody they will pass your details on. The entertainment industry
thrives on people networking and working with people they can rely

on.

(Keith and Graeme of Woosh Events)

DUNK: When did you realize you had the skills to
create your own entertainment packages? Was

there a defining moment or were you just fed up
working for other people?

K/G- To be honest, it's probably through seeing other
people doing a bad job and charging excessive
amounts of money.

K- As Venue Manager at Heriot-Watt Students Union
puts me into contact with many people in the
entertainments sector. I've been at Heriot-Watt for 8
years now and the experience | gained from Woosh!
was a contributing factor to my CV. So for the first few
years Woosh! went on the back burner. Now with
Graeme picking up so many different sports presenting
and compeering jobs I've become a lot more active,
even turning my had to some presenting too!



DUNK: | believe you started announcing basketball

games at the Boroughmuir Invitation Tournament way

back in 1992, how did that come about?

G - Our uncle, Alf Bissett, coached Boroughmuir at the time
and they were looking for some music during time-outs and
pre-game. Following this we were asked to do music and

some commentary for Midlothian Bulls games at Lasswade.

They had a strong team in those days, including lain "The
Bull' McLean rampaging around scoring for fun!

DUNK: Do you have a personal interest in the game o  f
basketball itself?

K/G - Yes, the family thing. See

above. Our 'Auntie Jenny', Alf's

wife, played to a high standard

representing Scotland and GB.

DUNK: What songs or special
effects do you use to get the
crowd going at basketball
games?

K - This is an interesting one. I've

had people suggest to me in the

past that | don't play music that's

"basketball orientated”. | see my

job as providing good tunes for

the players warm ups. Tunes

people know are the ones that

are going to get them hyped up.

Playing cool underground

tunes that nobody has heard of

isn't going to help generate an

atmosphere. In Scotland if you

want to get the crowd going stick

on The Proclaimers or The Fratellis! The special effects are
all ripped from CD's and of course legally from the internet.
The idea behind them is to acknowledge good play like 3pt
baskets. Again, it's about generating atmosphere and
drawing the crowd into the game. | do a lot of editing of
tracks so that when | hit play it comes in on the chorus or
the bit people know! For all the geeks out there 1 use 2 CD
players, a laptop and a sampler.

DUNK: You do the announcing for the Scottish Rocks,
has any other BBL team requested your services?

G - Once got a call from the Newcastle Eagles to do one of
their games.

DUNK: Are you looking forward to hosting the 2007
RAF Scottish Cup Finals?

K - Yes. It's always a great event. You know that the crowd
will be up for it. I'm always really impressed with the

St. Mirren fans as they get really involved and make an
effort with banners. It's good to bounce of the crowd as |
feel I'm making a valuable contribution. At least a month
before I'm getting music together and sorting out a PA
system. It can be quite tiring as we are performing form
9:30am right through until 8pm.

G - Over the years it really has developed into a great
weekend. The Cadet/Junior games have always been very
good and are arguably the best games of the weekend. |
have to watch my voice holds out for Sunday!

DUNK: Describe the feeling
you get when you're
announcing at a big stadium
like Murrayfield?

K - Hehe, yeah we only seem to
do big games! The first Hearts
game we did was the Edinburgh
derby that ended 4-4. Being
Hearts fans, and trying to remain
professional when Graeme Weir
equalized 5min into injury time
was a challenge. The other game
that sticks in my head was when
Celtic beat Hearts 3-2 on New
Years Day, having been 2-0
down. Graeme - Getting to do
Murrayfield for the first time was
great. Rugby commentator, Bill
McLaren is a big influence in
terms of his preparation and his
relaxed, yet informed style, so to
announce where he has done for
many many years was a good feeling!

DUNK: Any tips for aspiring Djs and presenters?

K/G - Have confidence in your ability. Get out and talk to
people doing the jobs you aspire to do. The Internet is a
great source for finding out more information. We have
been embracing YouTube and MySpace as they are
powerful tools for showcasing our skill to potential event
organizers. I'm more than happy to pass on what advice |
can offer. Even if anyone just want to come and shadow us
during an event I'm sure they'll realize if it's something they
want to do, or not! It's not as glamorous as it might sound!
Very very rewarding in terms of job satisfaction when the
client is happy.



A delicious full court drive by Garreth Lodge, topped with a creamy no-look pass under the basket.... The softest of wrist flicks
from Ramona Brown as she scores a 3 pointer that melts the hearts of St Mirren fans..... Smothering defense by the Edinburgh
Kings Junior men's team, coated with a steal that wins the game, this isn't just basketball, this is 2007 RAF Scottish Cup Finals
Basketball.

Saturday 21st April 2007, Day 1 of the finals

"And here we are just outside the Kelvin Hall Arena for day one of the finals, the first ever Scottish Basketball Cup final took
place here, back in 1947, and a game that Pleasance won 34-15 against Aberdeen. It was quite a low scoring game by today’s
standards so we're assuming that there was no three point line back then? Or the shot clock wasn't invented? Whatever it was

we're sure it was an exciting affair but we're certainly hoping for bigger score lines as Scotland’s brightest basketball stars
battle it out in 9 finals for a cup. From Junior men's to Wheelchair to senior men's, the 2007 RAF Cup Finals is here"

| need to stop doing my impressions of a sports broadcaster, but if | was one, what you just read would have been be my
introduction to the finals! So as | was standing outside the Kelvin Hall arena waiting on my fellow sports analyst, okay, friend,
David Turner to arrive | noticed there wasn't any posters or banners advertising the event, just a small observation. | started to
look at people that were walking into the arena wondering if they were here for the finals when | spotted Dave.

As he got closer | noticed the big smile on his face, not sure if he was happy to see me or he was just grinning at the fact that |
was paying for his ticket. Earlier on in the week we put a bet on that if D2 beat Glasgow Storm in Division 1 of the SLBA, |
would buy the tickets. So thanks to Glasgow Storm, who lost the game, | paid for his ticket. The total damage was £20, | got
two adult weekend passes, they cost a tenner each, and there were 9 games over the 2 days so it works out at over a quid per
game. | believe that's a bargain considering | have bought NBA games from Pontel that cost £9 and they weren't half as
entertaining as some of the basketball over the finals weekend.

As | stood with Dave at the ticket reception, | couldn't believe how busy it was, there was so many people buzzing about,
photographers were zipping up and down the hallway, groups of people were gathered in circles talking about the NBA
playoffs, children running around trying to dribble miniature basketballs, people flicking through the clothes rails at the stalls,
volunteers wearing light blue t-shirts were dotted around, ready to help anyone who needed assistance.

My right hand then got stamped to show that | had paid my money, | was excited. | knew this was it, it was like that feeling you
get when you're in a nightclub and you're itching to get to the dance floor. Speaking of nightclubs, the music was thumping
from the speakers in the main hall where me and Dave headed for our first Scottish Cup Finals.

| was impressed with the way it was all set up, the luxurious portable basketball hoops with glass backboards were out at each
end of the court, the court itself was light green featuring the blue basketball Scotland logo in the centre and surrounding the
court was rows of seating areas that had blue chairs, probably capable of seating around 400 people. Me and Dave headed
towards the main seating area, when | sat down | inhaled the air of cup final basketball and soaked up the surroundings, | love
those portable hoops. | must admit, | wasn't expecting the finals to be as big as this and | was really impressed by all the work
that the volunteers and members of basketball Scotland had put into organizing the event. So with our notepads flicked open
and pens at the ready to scribble down all the action we keenly waited as the teams warmed up for the first game of the 2007
RAF Scottish Cup Finals.
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Cadet Men's Final
City Of Edinburgh Kings v Clark Eriksson Fury

The Kings met Fury four times in the league this season
with Fury winning 3 of them so | was surprised to see the
Kings somewhat relaxed in their pre game warm-up, could
the Kings win the big one or would Fury be triumphant
again? The first quarter was a low scoring scrappy affair,
at one point, there was a total of 3 airballs, 9 fouls and
only 10pts, not quite the start both teams and the fans
were hoping for! But still, the Kings managed to hold Fury
to 2pts with just under 2 mins left in the 1st. Kings took
the 1st quarter 11-7.

Two three pointers by Marcus Shaffli of Falkirk in the 2nd
quarter injected some energy into this game and the fans
began to cheer and come to life. Some bad passing by the
Kings and Fury were soon up 18-16, the first time they had
the lead in the game. But they missed some fast break
lay-ups and some good shooting by Lee Reilly of the
Kings meant Fury were down 23-25 at the half.

Falkirk came out all guns blazing in the 3rd though as they
put on a clinic in fast break basketball, their up-tempo
defense forced the Kings to turn the ball over and leading
this assault was Fury's Brian Munnoch. He was doing it all
for his club, scoring on the fast break, stealing the ball,
throwing long outlet passes - he scored most of his game
high 26pts in the 3rd.The Kings continued to struggle to
get the ball over the half under pressure as Falkirk scored
25pts in the quarter and in the end it was this excellent
execution of fast break basketball that won them the
game. However, the Kings did bring it within 4pts in the
4th quarter as they went inside to Alistair McKay who took
advantage of Falkirks foul trouble but that would be as
close as they would get as Falkirk fast breaked their

way to a 66-53 win.

(Fury Captain Jonny Bunyan and Coach Peter Duncan)

To celebrate our first issue and our first trip to the Cup Finals we bring you a
list of tournaments firsts . The cadet men game was the first of the finals so
most of them happened in that game.

First team to win a tip-off - Cadet Men, City Of Edinburgh Kings

First player to score in the finals - Lewis McDonald - Cadet Men, Clark
Ericksson Fury

First airball of the finals - Lewis McDonald - Cadet Men, Clark Ericksson Fury
First team to call a time out - Cadet Men, Clark Ericksson Fury, 3:59 left in the
1st quarter in their game against City Of Edinburgh Kings

First And 1 of the finals - Alisdair Fraser, Cadet Men, Clark Ericksson Fury.
First player to foul out of a game - Alisdair Fraser, Cadet Men, Clark
Ericksson Fury. The big man went for a seat to a standing ovation from the
fans.

First three pointer of the finals - Lee Reily, City Of Edinburgh Kings.

First technical foul of the finals -  Scott Russell of Clark Eriksson Fury in the
last game of the finals, shame on you Scott!

First trip to the toilets - Dave Turner during the halftime show of the cadet
men game.
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Cadette Women's Final
City of Edinburgh Kool Kats v Polonia Phoenix

Polonia Phoenix won 3 out of the 4 games against
Edinburgh during the season so they were looking to re
capture some of the magic they displayed in those wins.
Speaking of Magic, Polonia's blue and white jerseys
resemble those of the NBA's Orlando Magic.

The first quarter was a close affair with both sides missing
a lot of shots but the game began to pick up with some
back to back three pointers from Rebecca Allison that gave
the Kats a 14-11 lead going into the 2nd.

The Kats then began to build on this lead backed with the
encouragement of their bench who were screaming at
them to work hard, "hustle! Hustle! Hustle!" Polonia were
down 9 at the end of the 2nd as it finished 26-17 to the
Kats .

During the halftime show a Gorilla mascot was throwing

out miniature Baden basketballs and even if this game was
played using a miniature ball I doubt it would stop the Kool
Kats Rebecca Allison from scoring, she was on fire. At one
point, the 5'7" captain of the Kats had outscored the entire

Phoenix squad. Phoenix continued to struggle; they
weren't getting any defensive stops or rebounds. Kats
won the 3rd 44-26.

Phoenix had it all to do in the 4th but in the end the Kats

proved too much, the only time Phoenix were close was in

the 1st quarter and from then it was the Kats who
dominated. Kats won the game 58-37 , the first time they
won the cup since 2000. Rebecca scored 27 points in this
one.

(Kings Celebrate their Victory)

(Kathryn Taylor of the Kool Kats)

Junior Men's Final
St Mirren Reid Kerr College v City of Edinburgh Kin  gs

It says on the poster for the cup finals that "every second
counts" and with just 5.2 seconds left on the clock we were
about to find out just how true those words are. The game
featured several Scottish Internationalists and was tied at 54
in overtime . It was pandemonium in the Kelvin Hall as the
fans were on their feet in excitement as St Mirren who, earlier
in the game, had a 12 point lead , now had a golden
opportunity to win their first ever finals. The ball was in the
hands of St.Mirren's Connor Dalby who had the difficult task
of finding a receiver for a game winning shot but in a cruel
twist of fates for St Mirren the errant pass from Connor found
it's way into the hands of Edinburgh's Eoghann Dover who
rushed down the court for a right hand lay-up....game Dover.
Kings win 56-54 , every second counts, indeed.
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Sunday 22nd April 2007, Day 2 of the finals

Chairman’'s Women Final
Grangemouth Ladies v Highland Bears

Day one of the finals was packed with drama and excitement so my expectations for 2 day were pretty high and the first

game lived up to the hype.

Grangemouth were looking to lift the cup for the 6th time against newcomers Highland Bears. The game was close
throughout and it was in the 4th quarter were things started to heat up. Captain Gillian Cook of Grangemouth was
fouled by Sandi Horne and sent to the charity stripe for 2. The Bears were winning 42-41, with 9.2 seconds left in the
game so the pressure was on Captain Cook. The stakes were high, two three throws would put her team up by a point,
one would tie the game and if she missed both Grangemouth would be in trouble. Cook missed the first but made the

second to tie the game at 42 and send it to overtime

| read somewhere that the first team to score in overtime usually wins the game. I'm not sure how much truth there is in
that statement but it proved true on this occasion. Bear's captain Anna MacArthur was the first player to score in

overtime and Highland went on to win the game 52-47

Chairman's Men Final
Grampian Police v Pleasance

Pleasance is the oldest team in Scotland and they were
facing first time finalists Grampian Police who defeated
last year’s winners on their way to the finals. Grampian
were in a confident mood and their fans were enjoying
every minute of the game, one fan was keeping a video
diary of the event and others were dressed up as police
officers, wearing Police helmets with blue flashing
beacons! They had plenty to cheer about in the 2nd
quarter as Dane Anderson's crafty passes were right on
the money to Ryan McKay, however, a buzzer beating
jump shot from Andy King of Pleasance silenced the
Police fans and tied the game at 26 going into the 3rd.

Dane Anderson of Grampian opened the scoring in the
3rd. He stole the ball and went all the way for a right hand
lay-up with 8.25 left on the clock. Pleasance played the
patient game and passed the ball well to find the right
shots, most of them came from their captain, Graeme
Muir. There was still all to play for in the final quarter
though, at the end of the 3rd Grampian were up 45-43

The song 'Bright Idea’ by Orson played in the opening of
the 4th and my 'bright idea'’ for the cup finals would be a
dunk competition. The closest any player came to dunking
in this game was Grampian's Ryan McKay, but he proved
that cops can only dunk doughnuts! Pleasance opened up
the 4th using pressure defense which forced some
turnovers from Grampian but they just couldn't get
anything going on the offensive end. Ryan McKay who
was on 16pts, got the Police fans on their feet once again
as he scored a lay-up to give the Police a ten point lead

, a superb start to day two of the finals.

(Whoa, whoa! That's the fans of the Police!)

the biggest of the game, they went up 55-45. Pleasance
looked to Graeme Muir who was scoring a lot of their
points but they just lacked the energy down the stretch
and were unable to come back into the game. Grampian
motivated by their energetic fans and fiery captain, Colin
Menzies, held on to win their first ever cup finals 70-63

13



Wheelchair Final
West of Scotland v Lothian Phoenix

As the players rolled onto the court for this contest | noticed that the numbers
on their jerseys go above 20, | have never seen that before in a Scottish
basketball game but then again this is my first time at a wheelchair game. West
of Scotland had just gained promotion to the Great Britain Wheelchair
Basketball Association (GBWBA) 1st division in which they competed against
some of the best wheelchair players in the world. Would this experience win
them the game? Or would Lothian Phoenix, whose roster featured some former
West of Scotland players, win the game and upset their former team mates?

After two minutes of no scoring it was Lothian's captain Gary Smith that opened
the cash register in this contest with a sweet bank shot from the left. Phoenix
then picked up 3 fouls as West Of Scotland’s, Sarah Baillie, Joe Murphy and
Dave Brockett scored to give their team a 12-6 lead at the end of the first.

West of Scotland then used the time between quarters to shoot around instead
of talking tactics. | don't think they were being over confident | think they were
just getting the most out their time at the finals.

Joe Murphy got West of Scotland off to a good start in the 2nd quarter; he
blocked a shot then scored down the court. Phoenix started to find it difficult to
defend West of Scotland's fast break tactics. John McDougall scored a lot of
uncontested fast break lay-ups to give his team a 31-14 advantage at the half .

Phoenix went to the dressing room to discuss their game plan while West Of
Scotland continued to shoot around but perhaps it was Phoenix that needed

(Stevie Duff of Lothian in Action)

this extra shooting practice, they
were outplayed in the 2nd half, the
only time they were in the lead was in
the 1st quarter. West of Scotland
won 54-43

Senior Women Final
St Mirren Reid Kerr College v City of Edinburgh Koo | Kats

The Kelvin Hall Arena was officially sold out for the senior
woman’s game. Well, not quite sold out but the main stand was
full of St Mirren fans who were making enough noise to make it
sound like the arena was sold out! St Mirren were wearing white
jerseys with red stripes down the sides, much like those of the
NBA's Houston Rockets and the Edinburgh Kool Kats were in
purple for this contest which featured some Scottish

internationalists.

The first quarter was fast paced and full of action, St Mirren's
captain Rona Corkindale hit some nice jump shots to give her
squad a 12-11 lead. Natalie Chaloner aggressively drove to the
basket to give St mirren a 5 point lead but a big three pointer
from Edinburgh's Emma Findlay with time winding down in the
first reduced the gap to three. St Mirren was up 17-14.

Both teams struggled to score for the first 3 minutes of the 2nd

but the drought was ended when Louise Steven found Laura

Carter of St Mirren for a nice basket inside. Annie Rowan then

scored a three to give the Kats a 21-19 lead and St Mirren called

a time out to talk it over. Nobody could score at the start of this

quarter but by the end of it nobody could miss, 5 three point
(Ramona Brown Drives past Angela Nugent) shots later and the Kats led 32-30
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The Kats continued their excellent
shooting from downtown with Annie
Rowan and Patricia For three, sorry,
Forfar - doing the damage. Undeterred
by this, St Mirren's Natalie Chaloner
used her speed to score lots of points off
the dribble, making the Kats defense
look as still as shop mannequins.
Edinburgh's Forfar shot another three but
St Mirren's Louise Steven stole the ball
then drove all the way to lay it in...AND 1.
St Mirren led 52-46.

A dagger, in basketball terms is a big
shot or play that seals the deal; it's often
referred to as a dagger in the heart
because it kills the opponent. The dagger
came with 3 mins left in the 4th. St
Mirren's Shirley Birch, eyes focused on
the hoop, like a sniper looking through a
scope, fired a long 3 to give her team a
ten point lead. A dagger for Edinburgh
fans. Shirley was saving her best for last
as this was only the 2nd time she scored
in the contest. Edinburgh stayed tough to
the end but St Mirren won 67-63.

(Scott Russell Drives to the basket)

(St. Mirren Celebrate their Victory at the Cup Finals)

Senior Men Final
City of Edinburgh Kings v Falkirk Fury

The Sunday night special was the last game of the weekend and the
arena was packed with fans that turned out to see some of Scotland’s
finest basketball players. The kings are not new to this; they've been in
the final 9 consecutive times but only won three. It was Fury's second
time in the finals; the first was a loss to today’s opponents in 2004.

Edinburgh got off to a phenomenal start in the first quarter; a three from
Laurie Costello capped a 12 point unanswered run. It took Fury five
minutes to score in the first, Scott Russell drove to the hoop and dished
off to Mark Duncan who was fouled under the basket, he made 1 of 2
shots from the charity stripe to end the Kings run. Kings dominated the
first 21-11

Kings continued the hot shooting; a long three from Garreth Lodge
opened the second. It seemed like Fury were having one of those days,
the shots just weren't dropping and this led to a frustrated Scott Russell
getting a technical foul, the first tech of the tournament. Costello made
the two freebies then continued to bring the pain with a long 3, Fury
were down 37-18 . Fury upped their defensive game and a 3 from
Daniel Donnelly brought the score to 41-27. An off balance three point
shot from Fury's Nick Compton brought the crowd to their feet and Fury
headed to the dressing room with their heads up but they still had a lot
to do in the 2nd half as Kings led 43-30.
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Fury were a rejuvenated team after the break, they
realized it was the finals, it was win or go home, it was
deal or no deal, it was put up or shut up and a big 3 from
Keith Bunyon came at the height of a 11-0 run, it was a
ball game, at last! But Fury's party was short lived as Jan
Geisler scored 3 three pointers in the quarter, he had
more treys than a waiter and the Kings were soon up
62-42.

Fury's support were chanting "lets go Fury, let's go" and
they battled extremely hard in the 4th but losing their big
man Ronnie Gordon and Scott Russell was a big blow, in
the end the Kings were crowned with the cup in a 74-

: Simon Flockhart and Garreth Lodge of the Kings
70 victory. (S g ings)

Cup Finals Diary
By St Mirren Reid Kerr College player Louise Steven

It's hard to imagine that at this time last year Louise was limping around on crutches. The St.Mirren player suffered a
leg injury but after a lot of hard work and gutsy determination she's at full strength and driving to the basket as if the
injury never happened! Louise blessed us with her thoughts on the cup finals...

The cup finals? Well training starts the first session after the end of the previous season, the hard work is put in every
training session both on the court and in the gym the results, well this season they speak for themselves.... The league
and cup double.

The anticipation of the cup finals is like walking on air, the excitement builds and the longer the wait the more hyper
you become it was just unlucky for the people around me it was a 3 week wait.

It's just any other game, that's what | told myself, it helps to keep you calm, that is until you step onto the court for the
warm up and you feel as though you can’t breathe.

Take a deep breath let it out slowly and wham , the four boundary lines of the court are all that matter. Every now and
again you look up and see the crowd but the job to be done is within these four lines. The team has to work together to
get the all important win, and that includes sitting on the bench cheering the players on the court on, shouting
encouragement and just being there. After all if it wasn’t for every member of the team you can’t train and get to where
we are now.

The final team talk before the game tips and you just know the outcome relies on the performance on the court. The
only way to see who will win is to wait for the 40 minutes of playing time to slowly run down.

For most ballers | know the playing takes care of itself it's the nerves and excitement that need controlling, but when
you are on the court and in the zone nothing is going to get in the way.

Four quarters is a long time especially in such a close game as this turned out to be, you just have to know your job
and when you're on the court get on with it.

When you're a player you don’t remember much of the actual game more of the feelings involved before during and
after, the anticipation, the want and desire to urge your team on to lift the level to get the win and then after, the
exhilaration and excitement followed by almost a relief that all the hard work that you have put in has been well worth it
and that you know it is going to be harder to stay on top than it was to get there this time round and the work starts all
over again right now.
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My favourite t-shirt that | wear more often than | should has,
'BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT' written in white across the
front. In the middle of those two words it says, 'University of
Glasgow 2005', yeah it's a pretty old t-shirt and a pretty
faded one but my memories of that tournament are far from
washed out. It was a weekend of non-stop basketball, a VIP
night in the Sports Cafe where | got to see The Who perform
"Wont Get Fooled Again" at Live 8 and how could | forget the
'Athletes on Tour' team who dressed up as fairies that night!
When | got back to work on the Monday | drank water ALL
day that's how dry | was from all the drinking, | mean,
basketball that went down that weekend! It was the most
enjoyable basketball experience of my life and | recommend
it to anyone who enjoys the game of basketball, you got to
meet and play with new people and socialise at the nights
out, all for just £16. Did | mention the free t-shirt?

This year the tournament is as popular as ever as 27 teams
from London to Aberdeen and even Norway have entered
the woman’s and mixed tournament. They will compete
across venues in Glasgow from Friday the 29th of June to

Sunday the 1st of July. But the fun doesn't just involve Basketball as there is a night out for all tournament participants
on the Friday and Saturday night, as well as raffle competitions throughout the tournament.

To celebrate the 5th GUWBC tournament DUNK magazine is proud to bring you a interview with the tournament
organiser, Adrienne Hunter. When it comes to basketball in Scotland Adrienne has done it all. She has enjoyed
success as player for Scotland at U15, U16, U18 level, has coached in the national league, local league, University

league, Scottish Universities, been an assistant coach to the

U18 Junior Woman's Scotland Squad, she also referee's

at local, national and university league games, and it doest stop there, Adrienne is a tutor for Basketball Scotland’s
coach education courses and a league co-ordinator for the SLBA's woman'’s league. Oh, and she's pretty good at

organising tournaments too!

DUNK: First things first, congratulations to Glasgo w
University on reaching the final of the senior wome n's
cup, are you looking forward to it?

Adrienne Hunter: Thanks Michael. It's always great to
reach a final. We've had a really great season this year
and both our teams have competed well in their respective
leagues and it's all been down to hard work, commitment
and basically a great sense of team spirit. The cup final
will be a big game and we are all looking forward to it.

DUNK: How did the idea of having a summer

tournament come about?

AH: I've played in a number of tournaments in the UK and
Holland had always wanted to host something like this in
Glasgow. Finally | decided just to do it and 5 years on its
still here!
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DUNK: This year will be the 5th tournament; did you
expect it to be running for that long?

AH: It started as an invitational 6 team women'’s
tournament and it's just grown and grown. In the 2™ year |
introduced the mixed competition and since then I've not
looked back. Not sure how many more years it will go for
as it's a big project!

DUNK: Out of the last 4 tournaments which one did

you enjoy the most?

Adrienne Hunter: Each tournament (even with injuries) has
been great! Couldn’t choose one!

DUNK: There are two competitions during the

tournament, women’s and mixed. Can you tell us

about some of the rules in the mixed competition...

AH: Well each team must have a minimum of 2 females on
the court at all times. Women'’s baskets are worth 3 points
instead of 2 and men can'’t jump to block women'’s shots.
These are mixed rules that are used across Europe and its
rules I've played to in Holland so | adopted them for our
tournament.

DUNK: So | want to join the mixed tournament. | hav e
8 players, 2 of them are girls. We all have our £16

each, what do we do next?

AH: You need to go online to
www.leaguelineup.com/guwbc and complete an online
form with your team’s details. Once you've done that I'll
send you an invoice with all payment details. After your
payment has been received | will then keep you updated
on fixtures etc and anything else you'd need to know about
the weekend. Your team name will also be added to the
‘Teams Entered’ on our website, you can keep checking to
see who else is playing!

DUNK: | believe one of the first teams to enter is from
Norway, have you been practicing your Norwegian? Is

it the first time a team from overseas has entered the
tournament?

AH: Well if you ask any of my players they will tell you that

my grasp of any foreign language is fantastic as we have a
number of differently nationalities on our team — at least 10
words in each language. Think | am only at about 3 words
in Norwegian so | suppose | should get my phrasebook out
to brush up! ‘Snakker du Engelsk?’ — Do you speak
English? This isn’t the first overseas team we've
welcomed Dutch and German teams in the past. It's great
that we've gone international!

DUNK: What do you hope each player gains from

coming to the tournament?

AH: Each player/team may enter for different reason, to
win, to socialise, to catch up with old friends, to play
basketball again!! Who knows? Hopefully everyone has
an enjoyable and memorable experience and they want to
come back in future years!

DUNK: Tell us about the 'Spirit Of The Tournament'
award and some past winners....

AH: This will be the third year of this award. This award
will go to the team who displays sportsmanship, fair play
and who generally make the most out of the tournament!
This award was won by Athletes on Tour in 2005 and
West Herts Warriors in 2006 for providing entertainment
on court and off!

DUNK: The tournament seems to be about having fun
rather than winning, would you agree?

AH: Not sure that | would totally agree with it. As soon as
you put 10 players on a basketball court it becomes
competitive and anyone who says they don't want to
win...well not sure I'd believe them! Some teams take the
tournament very seriously but still take time out to enjoy
the social events throughout the weekend. | think there is
a great balance of teams and it offers a level of
competition with the opportunity to socialise. As long as
teams get what they want out of the tournament then I'm

happy!

DUNK: One of the nights you have organised is
'Freaky Fro' night at Curlers on the Friday. Will w
seeing you in your afro?

AH: A few of the visiting teams tend to have a theme for
the night out e.qg. fairies, Caribbean shirts etc. and a lot of

e be
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tournaments I've played in have had themes so | thought

I'd test it out. As for my outfit on the Friday well you'll just

have to wait and see but I'm sure an Afro may be on the
cards!

DUNK: It also marks the return of the Limbo
tournament, how can we do the limbo with an afro on
AH: Well it's not something I've ever tried but | guess it'll
be difficult — that's why we call it the ‘Tournament
Challenge’.

DUNK: Is the secret to winning the tournamenttono 't
go out on the Saturday night?

AH: Not sure last year’s winners of the mixed tournament
would agree with you!

?

DUNK: | can imagine it being a busy time foryou,d o
you get the chance to enjoy the tournament?

AH: It's a pretty busy time since | play in both tournaments
as well as co-ordinate across the 5 venues but it’s all
worth it just to see so many people playing! I've picked up
injuries in the last 2 years so hopefully this year will leave
me injury-free!! Bottom line — if | didn't enjoy it then |
wouldn’t do it, just like all the other basketball I'm involved
in.

DUNK: For £16 | can get Casino Royale on dvd but

with the summer tournament you get 3 days of
basketball, 2 good nights out with free food AND a
tournament t-shirt. Bargain!

AH: It certainly is value for money, for me it's not about
making money it's about providing the opportunity to play
in a great tournament with people from all over the place!
We also provide accommodation and airport transfers to
visiting teams for a bargain of £55!
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School gymnasiums across Glasgow act as home courts to
many basketball teams in the SLBA. To those teams, home is

where the hoop is, their hoop, the one they shoot at to get better

as they train hard for games. Some of these courts have dead

spots, no doubt, but that's a little secret that only the home team
know. After all, if a visitor came to your house, would you show

them the coffee stain on the carpet?

When it comes to a game, the home team becomes the host,
they have to arrange referees for the game, and it's also their

duty to make sure the court is ready for the visiting team. Some

of the duties involved are

setting up the scorers table for the table officials, making sure
the basketball hoops are out, providing benches for the away
team and their support. If the visiting team is unsure of where
to go the janitor usually plays the butler, ushering the guests
to the changing rooms.

The change from jeans to shorts and t-shirts to vests follows,
everyone is ready to play, everything is all setup, there's just
one problem; everyone is sliding around because the court
surface is slippy. This is a problem many teams have
encountered this year and the issue was raised on a post in
the Scotball website. Some of the courts that people felt were
slippy were Springburn Academy, Hyndland High School, All
Saints, St Mungo's Academy, Notre Dame High School, St
Thomas Aquinas and Cleveden.

We at DUNK magazine have decided to raise awareness of
this issue once again and the first thing we're going to look at
is who is responsible for cleaning the court. Under section
10.1 of the competition rules in the 2006-07 SLBA League
Handbook it states that, "All courts must meet health and
safety regulations.” Does this mean that the home team
should clean the court?

Although it's not clear whether or not the home team should
clean the court in the SLBA handbook if your team decides to
clean the floor before a game or even a training session and
someone is injured then it could mean you will be held
responsible for the injury. We wouldn’t advise any teams to
do this. As most teams have a let with the school to use the
gym halls we contacted the Glasgow City Council's Education
Services Department to see if it was okay to clean the court

before a game, they replied, "school gyms are the
responsibility of Amey, we can't give you approval
clean the floor before a game commences."

to

The responsibility of cleaning the courts is not with the home
team but with Amey Business Services, who have the
cleaning contract in the schools. DUNK got in touch with
Amey, who were 'surprised’ to hear that the courts were
slippy. They issued this statement;

"It must be understood these floors are not only us ed as
sports halls but for assemblies, lessons exams and

many other events so they do get very dirty. Theya re
swept and cleaned with Granclean solvent cleaner da ily
by the evening staff. These are Junkers floors and have a

strict maintenance programme where we would have to

use the recommended cleaning product or it would
invalidate the warranty. Soapy water should neverb e
used on this type of floor. | have discussed the is sue of
slipping with the manufacturer and he feels that in some
isolated cases this can happen where inappropriate
footwear is being used.”

Playing on a slippy floor is dangerous, however, as we
mentioned earlier it is not a good idea for the team to clean it
otherwise you could end up in legal trouble. If you feel the
floor is too slippy to play on then perhaps the best thing to do
is cancel the game or training session. If it's a continuing
problem then DUNK magazine recommends you get in touch
with the SLBA and let them know about it. As a short term
solution one of things you can do is get a wet towel or t-shirt
and stamp your feet on it to gain a better grip on the court,
failing that you can always try phoning channel 4 to get Kim
and Aggie out to inspect it......Michael Dott and Colin Smith
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